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10th Grade 
Highlights 

Goals of the Course:  English II will in-
crease and refine students’ communication 
skills through reading comprehension and 
writing while preparing students for the 
STAAR exam.  Various genres of literature 
and styles of writing will be used to engage 
high levels of critical thinking. The curricu-
lum and instruction in English II will change, 
sharpen, and develop student skills as prior 
knowledge is applied and expands.  No mat-
ter the starting point, it is the belief of the 
tenth grade instructors that all students can 
grow beyond their current abilities.  In turn, 
this English II class seeks to prepare stu-
dents to become well rounded thinkers and 
citizens.   

Students must PASS (meet or exceed 
Level II:  Satisfactory Academic Per-

formance) in English II in order to 
earn a high school diploma from a 

Texas public or charter school as re-
quired in TEC 39.025 
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Tenth Grade Pre-AP 

Summer Reading 2016 
English II Pre-AP students will be required to 
carefully read one of the following novels:  
A Thousand Splendid Suns by Khaled Hosseini 
OR The Glass Castle by Jeanette Walls. 
This assignment will require students to have a 

command of both close 
reading and research skills.  
Students will be asked to 
take the content of the 
novel they selected  and 
synthesize it with research 
they conduct over the po-
litical, economic, religious, 
social, artistic, and geo-

graphical elements present in the story.  The 
expectation for this assignment is that it will be 
completed, in its entirety, and reflect a well de-
veloped, organized and thoughtful presentation 
of the novel. 

Summer Reading Details 
The assignment will be due August 30, 2016 for 
one formative grade. 

Each of the responses will be typed and present-
ed in a manner that represents the best fit for 
their learning needs, instead of focusing on one 
specific type of finished product and assigning it 
to every student. This approach provides stu-
dents with the freedom to choose how they will 
engage in completing the assignment depending 
on which of the novels they successfully com-
plete. 

The assignment focuses on the following learning 
targets: 

Blooms1 & 2 = Basic knowledge & understanding 

Blooms 3 & 4 = Application & manipulation of 
knowledge in Blooms 1 & 2 

Blooms 5 & 6 = Critical Thinking & Analysis 

For additional information and resources pertaining 
to the novel and the assignment, you can access 
the Advanced Academics link on the Summer 
Creek High School webpage. 

Pre-AP Grading Scale 
 

 

 

 
All grades are an assessment of an academic skill, 
concept, or performance.   
•Major or summative assessments are defined as 
tests, projects, etc. 
•Minor or formative assessments are defined as 
quizzes, daily grades, homework, etc.  
•In classes with a summative weight of 70%, a  
minimum of 4 major or summative assessments 
will be administered. 
•The minimum number of grades is 2 grades per 
week.  These grades can consist of both a 
summative and formative grade. 
•Parents are welcome to indicate to the teacher 
which form of communication is the most efficient 
to use when contacting a parent regarding a stu-
dent’s grades or behavior in class. 
 

 

Content 
Area 

Pre-AP:   
Assignment  
Values 

English  
Language 
Arts 

Formative:  30% 
Summative:  70% 


